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The first encounter was when Rex-Image Foundation, the 
charity wing of our agency, then Rex-Image Associates 

stand later RICS Consult Limited was organizing the 1  Pan 
African Fair for Arts and Music (PAFAM 90) in 
collaboration with the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) and the Centre for National Culture (CNC) from 
1988 to 1990, when the event took place at the Trade Fair 

s a normal Ghanaian, I have since the death of H. AE. Flt. Lt. Jerry John Rawlings, former Chairman 
of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, 

former Chairman of the Provisional National Defence 
Council (PNDC) and former President of the Republic of 

thGhana on Thursday, 12  November 2020, been wondering 
if I could also be able to write something for the impact he 
made, might or could have made on my simple life, 
especially as the official burial was slated for Wednesday, 

th
27  November, 2021.



Apparently, the late Head of State visited the then 
Golden Lily Chinese Restaurant a lot on Sundays with 
his kids; and on this particular Sunday, after the 
Opening Ceremony by PNDC Member, late Ebo 
Tawiah the Friday before, had been wondering what 
was going on at the Trade Fair site. He was briefed 
about the Fair and he asked why he hadn't read anything 
about in the newspapers nor seen any footage on GBC-
TV?

Site. In the years to this event, I had burst onto the local 
newspaper publishing scene with a certain perceived 
attitude which seemingly appeared obnoxious to other 
players: the argument was I hadn't schooled at any 
school of journalism and therefore I couldn't be doing 
what I was accused of doing. The long and short of it 
was that there was a veiled attempt to boycott and 
blacklist any activities we hosted and organized, 
including the PAFAM 90.

Worse, we were then also expecting Jermaine Jackson, 
brother of Michael Jackson, who was expected to 
receive a PAFAM Global Award on behalf of his 
brother. He was arriving via British Airways with Louis 
Farrakhan, heir apparent. I was able to pull this coup off 
with the support of Akbar Mohammed, the official 
representative of the Nation of Islam for Africa with 
office in Accra.
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I was really baffled by JJ's concern for what I was trying 
to do not so much for myself but for the nation, Ghana 
and the African Continent, with officials of the OAU 
and other regional bodies represented, that he would 
order the media coverage for the entire duration of 
PAFAM 90.

Indeed, Elvis himself followed up with a visit later in 
the evening to check if everything was well with me 
and for good reason, I would not recount the 
instructions he gave him and as he told me. In these 
days and ages that even mere party – power members 
wield so much power as to misapply to the detriment of 
the ordinary Ghanaian; where political appointees 
from MMD CEOs, Deputy Ministers and Ministers 
feel so different as to want to be 'worshipped', I wonder 
if anyone of these would have done what he did 
thereafter.

The following Monday by noon, there were several 
journalists from GBC Radio to GBC-TV to Daily 
Graphic to Ghanaian Times – State Media – to grant 
interviews for stories on the Fair; whilst about an hour 
and half later, there was a new set of journalists 
granting more photo-shots and interviews. This made 
me ask what had happened for this intense coverage: 
apparently, the late Head of State directed the Castle 
head of press, my mentor and my friend, Elvis Aryeh to 
deal with the matter hence the near-invasion. 

One of my several 'godmothers' in the country, Madam 
Veronica Addae-Mensah gave me an assignment of 
organizing the Ghana part of a 10-nation African tour, 

The following day, Tuesday in 1989, I was called by the 
late Kofi Assafuah Jackson, the then Director-General 
of the National Communications Authority (NCA) and 
a friend, to come and see him. When we met he asked 
me who I knew at the Osu Castle, and I responded that I 
was sure there was nobody of significance I knew there. 
He then told me that he had been directed by the Office 
of the Chairman that I was to be given a Radio license to 
operate a radio station to promote PAFAM 90 event and 
therefore presented me with the authorization letter.

But that is not even the real story – earlier in some 
discussions I had expressed interest in being allocated 
one of the seized vehicles to make it easier to convey 
procured items from the Timber market to set up 
various performance stages at the Trade Centre for 
different activities like Fashion, Musical, Cultural 
Shows and Workshops. I had also intimated that I 
wanted to set up the PAFAM Radio Station to use it to 
promote the Fair before – during and the meltdown 
period. Guess in short, they were just loose talk during 
our discussions.

The second incident was a call from Lt. Col. S. B. 
Baryeh (RTD.), then Chief of Staff to the Office of the 
PNDC Chairman, also directing me to see him at his 
office at the Burma Camp. When I got there and was 
ushered into his office, after all the courtesies he asked 
me the usual “WHO DO YOU KNOW AT THE 
OFFICE OF THE PNDC CHAIRMAN?” because he 
had been ordered to give a Mercedes Benz Van for our 
PAFAM 90 operations.

What kept me bemused in all of these, was how a 
certain 'hand' under the unseen influence of the late 
former President, Flt. Lt. Jerry John Rawlings was 
opening all these doors of opportunity for me, without 
me physically meeting him – or that he was just 
possibly seeing himself in me as I grappled with a 
seeming media boycott over the PAFAM 90 event?

Then came the arrival of Jermaine Jackson with Louis 
Farrakhan, Jnr., a trip facilitated for me by Akbar 
Mohammed of the Nation of Islam: again in his 
assumed position of 'my godfather', the late Flt. Lt. J. J. 
Rawlings ordered that the my two guests be housed at 
one of his official residences. We also had an allocation 
of State Protocol vehicles for the use of our invited 
guests from the OAU and other African countries.
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including Ghana, by a group of students from the 
famous WHARTON BUSINESS SCHOOL of the 
University of Pennsylvania, USA. The over 30 students 
flew in from Zimbabwe and we hosted them to a dinner 
at Hinlone Chinese Restaurant, so I visited to listen to 
their expectations and what they had missed in the other 
nine countries that they wanted so much.

One complaint that stood out most was the failed 
promises of the various hosts in the other countries to 
organize a courtesy call on any of the Head of States or 
Presidents of those countries they had visited. I then 
asked if they wanted to call on our Chairman of the 
PNDC and Head of State, the late Flt. Lt. Jerry John 
Rawlings and they cried out loud in unison that 'YES'; I 
then asked what time and they added “tomorrow 
morning”. The following day. This made them raise 
their voices that even in those countries that they had 
adequate notice of months, they weren't successful, 
how much more just overnight?

With a brave face, I asked them if they wanted the visit 
in the morning or not, as if to dare 'them' and they 
replied: 'YES' but not as loud as before. I intimated that 

I had to leave the dinner instantly to go and organize the 
visit. In fact, when my 'godmother' asked if it was 
possible, I said that sure but will try and that I had never 
physically met the late President, much more know him 
to perform such a MIRACLE.

As soon as I left the Restaurant, I sat in the car and 
called Ambassador Victor Gbeho, the then Director of 
State Protocol about the courtesy call request by the 
students and he told me point blankly that, “But Rex, 
you of all people should know better than this, and that 
even a week's notice at these times would have been 
difficult and then you call me by 8.30 pm and make such 
a request?”, I thanked him and called off. 

When we got there, the PNDC Chairman's Office had 
organized a tour of the Osu Castle, including his 
personal bedroom.

I then made another call to a friend, told him the story 
and he assured me that it was possible and we both 
agreed on 11.00am the following day. I called them 
back and informed them that they will be picked up by 
9.00am with a dispatch rider.
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But such is the quality of the person, we have lost; he 
goes the extra, extra mile to know everything about the 
people he served as a Head of State and President; I 
guess what happened at the Trade Fair Site about the 
PAFAM 90 event, provided the unique opportunity to 
know a simple Ghanaian, whom he would otherwise 
have not known; and such, the CHARM he has to make 
him stand out amongst his peers.

I will definitely miss you, FLT. LT. JERRY JOHN 
RAWLINGS, as I have learnt the many lessons your life 
as a person, a Ghanaian and as a Head of State and 

thPresident of our 4  Republic has afforded many of those 
th

who witnessed the days from June 4 , 1979 to days of 
the PNDC and the NDC; and for me particularly you 
taught me that I do not need to know a person intimately 
to assist that person in any way, and for this I am forever 
grateful. 

When we finished the tour and got to the Castle 
Gardens, the place had been set up and I was most glad. 
The late P. V. Obeng, the Chairman of the Committee of 
PNDC Secretaries was the last but one to arrive, after 
we had been served tea and some biscuits.

My godmother called me a 'LIAR', because if I say I 
had never met him, how could he have known me by 
such a personal name.

When the Head of State and Chairman of the PNDC 
arrived, we all stood up and then he asked us to sit, 
beaconing Mr. Obeng to welcome us. Then he called 
me, “Yes, Abeiku, you are the linguist of the 
delegation, please speak”, and for a moment I froze: 
that isn't a common name anybody knew me by, not 
even my very close friends, and how much more the 
Head of State I had never gone before, and worse, for 
him to know me by a name, very close relatives and 
friends do not even know.
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 started writing or posing as an 'EDITOR' in my Iyouthful days at Mfantsipim, where I believe my 
God-given gifts started taking shape, including 

being the editor of the class newspaper, “THE 
LIGHTNING".

FOOTNOTES 
AFTER FIRST 
TRIBUTE

This was after I had studied LAND ECONOMY & 
ESTATE MANAGEMENT at the KNUST (1974 - 
1978), I know you would open your mouth as I must 
confess, I have never formally schooled in journalism.

I believe, when in later years, I started publishing 
weeklies in Ghana, it was very natural with me, 
including being the publisher & Editor-in-Chief of then 
'SPORTS COIN', 'SPORTS SUPERSTAR', 'LEISURE 
Arts & Music' and 'PUBLIC OPINION' weeklies.

I have been part of the lives and stories of several 
known stars including Kojo Antwi, Amakye Dede, 
Akwasi Ampofo Adjei (AAA), Nat Brew (Amanzeba), 
Akosua Adjepong - and later their joint 'NAKOREX' 
project, Talal Fattal as a musician of 'FORGIVE & 
FORGET' fame, a song I was privileged to launch, 
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I had also been part of the growth or development of the 
profession of DISC JOCKEYING (DJ) and especially 
its peaking in Ghana with the exploits of KWASI KYEI 
DARKWA & TONY ANNAN FORSON in the battles 
of annual DJ OF THE YEAR through the ANNUAL 
LEISURE ARTS & MUSIC AWARDS. The 
LEUSURE WEEKLY was compiling and publishing 
TOP 20 HITS of the Week and it was these that 
culminated in the organization of the PAN-AFRICAN 
FAIR FOR ARTS & MUSIC (PAFAM 90).

including its video clip. I had also played the John Teye 
Memorial School Band of young boys and girls on 
stage at the Banquet Hall, State House during an 
edition of the Leisure Arts and Music Awards and what 
a performance and an eye-opener it was to many in the 
industry.

With Ghana hosting some major sporting events during 
his terms of office, I was the epicenter, command post, 
control center or hotbed of almost all these events as 
part of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), 
including the 1986 Supreme Council for Sports in 
Africa (SCSA) Zone III Football Championship in 
1986, where J. J. Rawlings personally donated the 
'BABA YARA CUP' for the Championship, which was 
won by the Black Stars. Again, in 1999, under his term 
of Office as the President of the Republic, when Ghana 

th
hosted and won the 11  CAF African Youth Football 
Championship with major renovations at both the 
Accra and Kumasi Sports Stadia with me still as the 
Coordinator of all the planning and execution of the 
tournament. 
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Indeed, it was during the Youth Championship in 
Ghana that the idea for the joint hosting of the 2000 
Africa Cup of Nations by Ghana and Nigeria as CO-
HOSTS was mooted to address organizational 
problems facing Zimbabwe as the then original host; 
and also as a result of a paper I had presented in a CAF 
engagement for a possible ECOWAS Co-Hosting of a 
FIFA WORLD CUP with the venues spread in Ghana, 
Nigeria, Cote d'Ivoire and Senegal with the President's 
Office having a buy-in for the project.

As part of the activities organized by my firm, Rex-
Image Associates, was a socio-political platform called 
the 'FORUM', where we invited such clubs as 
DANQUAH-BUSIA,  HERITAGE,  p lus  the 

th
'NATIONAL CONVENTION PARTY' in 29  May, 
1992 at the Conference Room of my company, where 
these clubs were invited to speak on what they plan for 
the nation, if the PNDC ever lifted the BAN ON 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES in the country. This was in 
the heat of the 'CULTURE OF SILENCE' in the 
country.
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Here, I played hosts to such great nationalists like 
former President, J. A. Kufuor; late Dr. Kofi Dsane 
Selby, late B. J. Da Rocha, President Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo, late Rowland Atta Keelson and 
J. H. Mensah amongst several others amidst hyped 
media coverage. This was when there was still a 
COMPLETE BAN on Party Politics in our dear 
country.

Funnily, I only thought I was enjoying myself and 
providing a platform for political talk, when one 
morning I had a call from the Osu Castle, the Office of 
the PNDC Chairman & Head of State, Flt. Lt. Jerry 
John Rawlings. His then Secretary, Nana Ato Dadzie 

My offices then was in the former SCOA Building in 
the business centre of Accra, next to the UTC then.

called and jokingly asked: "But you, Rex who told you 
that we have lifted the BAN ON PARTY POLITICS 
that you are organizing these political discussion 
programmes?" - this was after I had hosted the 
Danquah-Busia Club the day before involving former 
President, J. A. Kufuor, J. H. Mensah and others.

Jokingly as always, I replied, "....but senior, this is the 
opportunity for the PNDC also to have his political side 
that is if you would want to metamorphose into a 
political party to contest any future elections". I won't 
say I was just lucky to get away with things involving 
the PNDC and its Chairman, but in my heart of hearts I 
knew, he would always have my back as I saw myself as 
a prodigy for good reason".



The PNDC Secretary invited me to his office to attack 
me on my statements and added: "WHO DO YOU 
KNOW AT THE OSU CASTLE TO GIVE YOU 
SUCH BOLDNESS?"

I can't thank you, enough for these were the years that 
shaped me in character, dreams and boldness to such 
great extent.

I remember when J. A. Kufuor won the 2000 Elections 
and became President of the Republic, he directed his 
videographer, my friend Ernest Youngman to come to 
me for copies of the VHS I made of all the visits of the 
pseudo-political clubs for some statements he had 
made at the FORUM, so on playback others would 
appreciate how far back his plans for Ghana have 
evolved over the years. Strangely, I still keep those 
videos for posterity.

To the extent that, I had some fracas with a former head 
of the National Sports Council through my articles in 
the award-winning 'SPORTS COIN' who had an army 
officer as a friend as they played tennis together. He 
sent this friend after me in the heat of the night during 
the curfews. Then I changed my mode of response as I 
took the case to another 'godfather' Christian Aggrey, 
then Editor of the Ghanaian Times and this also 
insulated me because I had a different platform as 
defence.

Indeed, in those days, the private newspapers had an 
association and I was elected the Chairman. That was 
during the early days of the P&P newspaper with its 
usual stories.

In the heat of public outcry against its contents, the then 
PNDC Secretary for Culture made a statement that 
sought to attack the paper and what I perceived then as 
unfair. I went on air, GBC Radio and dared him to try 
and my boldness shocked many, who listened knowing 
that wasn't my style, much more against authority with 
all the fear of suppression.

Maybe at the very back of my mind post-PAFAM 90, I 
felt that way for the funny belief I perceived that 
nothing could possibly happen to me under J. J. 
RAWLINGS administration or rule.

EPILOGUE TO 
COMMEMORATE 

TH HIS 75 BIRTHDAY
IN 2022

ometime in May 2022, I had a call from the J. J. S rd
Rawlings Foundation inviting me to the 43  
Anniversary of the June 4 Uprising under the 

theme: “RECOUNTING OUR HISTORY THROUGH 
THE CREATIVE ARTS” at the Ghana Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, Liberation Link, Airport Residential 

th
Area, Accra on Saturday, 4  June, 2022.

Again, by a twist of fate or mere happenstance, I was 
the Chairman of the first Workers Defence Committee 
(WDC) of the then National Sports Council formed as 
part of the advent of the Military Rule and inaugurated 
at the Accra Sports Stadium in 1982 by Warrant Officer 
I, Joseph Adjei Buadi, a Member of the original 
members of the then PNDC. I am sure, you are 
surprised!

thUnfortunately, I could not make it to the June 4  
Uprising Commemorative event as it clashed with the 
naming ceremony of my eighth grandchild, a 
RexDanquah on that fateful day.

I want to believe that it was more for my previous works 
toward the evolution of Ghana's arts and music industry 
during his life and times as the Head of State and 
Chairman of the Provisional National Defence 
Committee (PNDC) from 1981 to Ghana's transition to 

th ththe dawn of the 4  Republic on 7  January, 1993 than 
any other consideration.
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However, I was more than determined to make it to the 
next event, a Roundtable Discussion on Boxing under 
the theme: “J. J. RAWLINGS'S CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE SPORT AND THE WAY FORWARD” scheduled 
for the Foundation's Secretariat at #1 Sekou Toure 

nd
Lake, Ridge Accra on Wednesday, 22  June 2022; and 
this time, I did not miss it for any reason.

The guests list also included the former Mayor of Accra 
and current Member of Parliament for Ablekuma South 
Constituency, Hon. Oko Vanderpuije; former 
Chairman of the Ghana Football Association (GFA), 
Nana Sam Brew-Butler; former Chairman of the Ghana 
Amateur Boxing Association (GABA), Mr. Eddie 
Duplan; former Minister for Information and Member 

th
The event was also to celebrate the 75  birthday of the 
Statesman, Jerry John Rawlings, the first Head of State 
and President of the Fourth Republican Dispensation 
(1993 – 2000) and was graced by the presence of 
several prominent Ghanaian personalities from the 
sports fraternity, including former Minister for Youth 
and Sports under Rawlings' administration & Member 
of the current Council of State, Hon. Enoch Teye 
Mensah; three-time World Boxing Featherweight 
Champion and a Boxing Hall of Famer, Azumah 
'Zoom, Zoom' Nelson; a renowned Boxing Promoter 
Samir Captan; former Boxing Champions, Joseph 
Agbeko and Ike Bazooka Quartey; as well as the former 
Youth and Sports Minister and current Member of 
Parliament (MP) for Odododiodoo, Hon. Nii Lantey 
Vanderpuije.

of Parliament (MP), Hon. Fritz Baffour; and 
the Managing Director of TT Brothers, Mr. 
Isaac Tetteh.

Also present were Her Excellency, Nana 
Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings; Member of 
Parliament for Klottey Korle, Dr. Zanetor 
Agyeman-Rawlings; Ms. Amina Agyeman-
Rawlings;  Mr.  Kimathi  Agyeman-
Rawlings; and Ms. Asantewaa Agyeman-
Rawlings, Executive Director of the 
Foundation.

I was thus in a very fine company to 
reminiscence on the life and times of this 
wonderful gentleman as described in the 
most simplest of languages and terms laced 
with his own sense of humour by the 
Terrible Terror, Prof. Azumah Nelson; as 
well as bringing me to my own fond 
remembrances of those days of syndicating 

the sponsorship for the live telecasts of some of 
Azumah Nelson's greatest championship fights on 
GBC TV; the 1991 European Cup of Nations Football 
Championship and as a Host of the erstwhile 'SPORTS 
DIGEST' Friday evening 45-minutes TV discussion 
programme for 6-7 years.

I believe, I was most humbled by both the occasion and 
the various tributes in honour of one of Africa's finest 
Heads of States, as well as, Ghana's notable patriots and 
nationalists, a simple human being, who by his deeds 
and humanity afforded me and several others, the 
opportunity to appreciate life for more than we would 
have otherwise.

Need I write or say more, knowing there will always be 
new things and aspects of the LIFE & TIMES of Jerry 
John Rawlings that have not been recounted yet, and for 
sure would engage the attention of future generations of 
Ghanaian Youth as they come into adulthood each 
passing year.

By Magnus Naabe RexDanquah, the 'Ghanaian' – 
is a Land Economist & Appraiser, Events Architect & 
Planner, SportBusiness Consultant, Social 
Commentator and an Author.
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